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trade, and raising a trifling revenue by various small custom
duties. The quarrel grew hotter, There were non-Importa-
tion agreements in America: several of the colonial Assem-
blies were dissolved, on account of resolutions condemning
the proceedings of the English Government, and the home
Government replied in January 1769 by carrying an address,
suggesting the revival of an old law of Henry VIII. which
empowered the Governors to bring colonists accused of
treason to England for their trial. Next year the Govern-
ment decided to try a compromise. They repealed all the
duties except that on tea, and it was only by a majority
of one in the Cabinet that the tea tax was retained. The
famous scenes at Boston; the appointment of Committees
in Massachusetts and Virginia to investigate colonial
grievances ; the hearing of the petition of Massachusetts
for the removal of Hutchinson and Oliver; Wedderburn's
terrific denunciation of Franklin, these are so many stages
in the development of the final chapter of the quarrel.
In 1774 the Government set itself to break down the dis-
obedience of Massachusetts by force, and three coercive
Bills were carried through Parliament; one closed the port
of Boston, another remodelled the Charter of Massachusetts,
so as to transfer executive and judicial authority to the
Crown, and the third arranged that persons accused of
particular offences might be sent out of the Colony for
trial. By these measures the door was shut on compromise
and accommodations, and the issue was fairly laid between
the rival obstinacies of two very stubborn peoples.
Fox was not a Free Trader, but he shared with the
great Free Trader a belief that rescued him from one of
the dominant apprehensions in the English mind. Like
Adam Smith he argued that America would be an agricul-
tural state, and not an industrial competitor to the mother
country.
" He could not see that American independency would
so soon rise as the honourable gentleman imagined, to
maritime pre-eminence. The Americans could have no